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Embrace our service men and women

EBarbara Wellz is fthe dirvector af the
Meridinn Semivr Citizens Cenfer Many ofthe
feeple whe conie to the classes and cook-onis,
the card ganes and pool tosrnaments, e
bridge games aud clil meettngs, are retived
from tie military. Her story 42 albort the
peeple whe come to the cenber — and the
staries tieey fell whoad patriatissr and aecrifice,

By Barbara Wells
spacial to The Star

[t a terrible thing how 2 country can
enddorse, amd just as epsily wilily, & war of s
own choosing,

We may not all agree
wilth our povermment ancd
its aciioms = bt when it
cormes down to the lives
of our voung peaple who
v enlisted m the mili-
Tar ¥ T eTve Our Couniry,
we monst doall we can e
suppart them, in thoughi
anel 0 aection,

[ dlomt heliewe th
mrowsnkays anyone speaiks
il thee e wear, World
“Iilr []. II"|'I' |'|I'i|r|| O wr|r|-:|-e'r [ul II'I'I'I" F-.ll::l-
ries from that ery, Frances Sparacino mel
hier hushaned st Highland Park pool; she lived
in the Complete nejghborhood. He was sta
fioned out At Key Field and would walk into
'l'::"\'lll'l 1'::' bl .|||"T.

My oawn Gather was stationed i Engeland,
where e met my sunt, who imtrodoced him

Wells

to my mother. She used to tell me stories
about the blitz, and going down into the
fallowt shelbera. The closest 1 ever gat o tha
wirs i half dug-out basement under our den. 1
can't imagine surviving an H-Bomb in there
for lomg.

Mabel's love story

Being a member of the Kound Table
organization I'm fortunate to know Mrs Carl
Merritt. Every time | hear one of Mabel's
stories, | wish d brought a tape recorder.
She is a naturabborm stor y-teller,

{ver Christmas dinner, we were ashked to
tell 8 story of our most memorable
Christmas. She told the story of a time jus
after Carl had enlisted and was on base
during the helidays,

She aaid she could not stand it anymore
and got a friend to drive her to the base,
where she tokl the guard at the gate she just
had to see her husband, When asked how
long it had been since she had aeen him, she
told the guard it had been all of three weeks
and she couldn® go another day without
aeeing him.

[ suspect in those days three weeks was
not wery long. There must have been some-
thing very special about her, as the guard
called back to the barracks and got a [ser-
geant to rouse Carl and bring him to the
gate. [ like to think that kind of thing still goes
o, bat [ doubt it That was a time of inne-
cence for our couniry.

How close this war is ... to us

We were honored al the Senior Cit-
izen Center to house the Veterans
Memorial Screen designed by the art
clagses at Lamar Elementary School
under the guidance of Janet Trest.

Many people signed it and took time
to look through the piciure books com-
piled of wveterans, One of the snooker
players at the center found a site on the
[mternet where you could enter your
name, or the name of someanes who
served in World War 11, to locate that
indivicdual. Simply go to a search site
and enter *WWII Memorial.”

[ was curious if there was socmething
like this for Vietnam wets. Of course
there is. It is particularly moving. You
can search by name and a page comes on
ahowing a photograph of that person and
a biography. Go to wwwvirtualwall.org.

[.aat 'p‘.'l.:q'k, one of the ladies who con-
tributes at the center went to Hatties-
burg to see her son off from Camp
Shelby. My best friend’s son-in-law s
aver in Irag now. That brought home to
me how close this war is to us .. and
hovar we muat not forged.

Whatever the cutcome of this current
war in [rag, we must not turn our faces
from our service men and wormen when
they come home.

We did this after Vietnam and the
shame still lingers.

[ Could Not Imagine

Crimay Clair Hilt is @ ssphomore af West Landerdale High
Schoel. She lives in Collinsrille with her parenfs, Croig and fan
Hitt, Thee family atfends Poplar Spriggs Drive United Methedisf
Church. Here's what instired her poewn: °1 was fhinking about my
friends” dads o Raoe gone fo frag ord ohat they might have foli
— and § conldnt imagive vy cwn dad geing over fere.”

| could not imagine,

losing someene,

Telling them goodbye

For what seems like a litetimee.

| could not imagine
What | would say,

If someone | lowed],
Dot called to go away,

| could not imagine,

What a wife [ecls,

Hawving to be alone,

With no one to experience the
Dray-to-day drama of Little children.

| could not imagine,
Trying to tell a friend,
Everything was going to be (hk,

| could not imagine,
Fighting {or cur countiry,

Im a foreign place,
With no one there Lo wipe
The tears from your face.

| could not imagine,

Losing somesne,

Telling them goodbye,

For what seems like a lifetime.

— ey Clair Hild

ILLIFSTRATION BY JAEON COOPER

HONORING THE MILITARY

Jasom Cooper of Meridian is a graphic artist who designsd
this illustration honoring members of the military who ara
sarving, or have sarvad, or are waiting to senve in the Middls
East. Cooper's work has bssn published in “Art of Modarn
Rock: The Poster Explosion.” His work can also e sean at
his YWak site, wew. blackhsartetudios. com.

SPEAK UP

Kristin Amerson interviewed her classmates
at Southeast Lauderdale High School about
how thay would feel if thair parents were
sent to Iraq — and who they would stay
with while their parents were away.
Here are the results of Kristin’s research.

Asia Atkins: T would fee] good, bt then again, bad,” Asin
sapd, Shie would feel J_{nnﬁl biscamse thi W ArE EANE fewr u.;;\-::-c:-d
camesee, She wouldd feel bad becanse she would mizs them too
much. She says she wonld stay with a celative, bat it wouldnt be
fhe sarme as morm and dad — it just wouldn't be the same.

Hedly Robinson: [ would feel very, very sul,” Holly s,
She aelebecd that her parents roean a bod To her, and i she bad 1o
stay with semeone else, it would probably be Jason, her best
friend.

Jluri Mlinmeii: She said she wnulrll feriz] sl smd, even though
she's nof sure who she would stay with, she wookd oot feel
ellc;nel'_. =1 weonld hawe Gaith that the Lord would bring them home
Sl

Kaiode Birowm: She said she wouled feel sad and kind of
[ty for swhile — amdd that she conldn stay with any of her
relatives for a long tirne. She said she would probably stay with
o of her aunts who does not have small children.

Bindra Snedder: She savs she woukd feel snful amd very
angr s She would b apset about the Gwet that her parents wepee
riskinge their ives for awar she doesn't aoderstand or agres
with, Kendra is srainst the Gehting and Killing in [, and saes
she would probably st with her grandmother,

Targques Hopson: He says be would fieel BRe someonse who
hies bl somethang stelen from him. Tarques saad he wonld be
frustrated and hate them for faking his parents, He wonld stay
with different relatives, like his Aot Looise and Domna. Also,
b said he wonld stay with his geandma and his coonsn,
Michelle Dawis. His resson is because that is who he stays with
when lis parents o oot of feown,

Shaterria Kennmedy: 1 woold feel sl and lomely,” Shaterria
sabd, She would miss her mom a kel and said she would sty
with either her mom’s sister or her dal.

Shanmom Camphell: 1 woold feel spl becanse | know my
mann s may mol come back,” she said, Shannon woolkd sty
with her cousin becanse she s like asecond mom,

Lasomadra Powe: “[ would feel very sad and upset that they
chease my parents,” Lasondea said, She would stay with her
grramdmother becanse she is like another mom o ber,

Krstin Amerson coppaled this Spenk U aneshion. She &5 0
sophomore al Sowtheast Lawderdale High School and lves wilk
her mother, Tomws Asestin. Kristin alterds Mowa! Colvgry Bapiesd
Clrsrch, sshere she sirgs in The choir and f5 o Pratse Dancer, Her
hobbies include singing, domcing, talking on the phone, playing the
Hamo aud shopping J‘fn'sfnr world ke fo becomie etther a
beawtician or g rgistersd nrrse,




